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University of North Texas 

Department of History 

HIST 4170: History of Tejanos/as 

Spring 2018 

T-TH 9:30 to 10:50 a.m. 
 

 

Instructor:  Dr. Alex Mendoza 

Office: WH 233 

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., or by appointment 

Office Phone: (940) 369-7241 

Email:  amendoza@unt.edu 
 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

 

HIST 4170, History of Tejanos/as is a general inquiry into the historical and cultural heritage of Tejanos/as who have 

lived or are currently living in what is today the Lone Star State.  Through readings and discussion, this course studies the 

varied histories of peoples of Mexican descent in the Texas, with a special view toward convergence and congruencies 

along political and cultural lines.  The goal is to have students develop a greater understanding of the impact of and the 

important roles played by Tejano men and women in the formation and development of Texas. 

 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  
 

▪ Describe the role of Tejanos/as in the history of Texas 
 

▪ Identify and analyze political, social, and economic trends of Tejanos/as in Texas history 
 

▪ Analyze issues raised by the Tejano/a Civil Rights movement of the mid 1900s 

 

 

TEXTS: 

 

▪ Arnoldo De León, Mexican Americans in Texas: A Brief History, 3rd ed. (2009) 
 

▪ Supplementary Readings: Check Syllabus for dates (available on Blackboard) 

 

GRADING: 

 

The grade breakdown is as follows: 

 

▪ Midterm Exams    40% (20% each) 

▪ Final Exam     25% 

▪ Research Paper    15% 

▪ Reading Quizzes (avg.)    10%  

▪ Class Participation/Attendance  10% 

 

Generally speaking, a grade of 90.00% corresponds to a borderline A- and 89.99% to a B+; 80% is the line between a B- 

and a C+ and so on.  Grades will not be curved in this course.  No extra credit will be accepted to substitute for poor 

test grades.  It is the professor’s policy not to grant incompletes. 
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EXAMS: 
 

A total of three exams—two midterms and a final—will be administered during the semester.  Exams will be comprised 

of matching, short identification, and essay.  Each test will focus on lectures and assigned readings.  Specific guides will 

be forthcoming. 

 

 

QUIZZES: 

 

Throughout the semester students will be asked to submit answers to approximately 6-10 reading quizzes (films/videos 

are included as well). The dates for these assignments will be unannounced. Whether the format for each quiz is in-class 

or take-home, students are responsible for submitting their work on the scheduled due-dates. The average of the top five 

assignments will be used to comprise 10% percent of the overall grade. There is a no-makeup policy for missed 

quizzes. 

 

RESEARCH PAPER: 

 

Students will write a 5-7 page paper drawing from the primary sources available in The University of Texas at Austin’s 

Latino Narratives oral interview section (http://www.lib.utexas.edu/voces/index.html).  Students must base their paper 

from the collection of oral interviews and histories available online at The University of Texas at Austin website to 

answer the questions of what the Second World War meant to the Mexican American community in Texas and what 

problems they encountered during this conflict. 

 

Students must adhere to guidelines described in Chicago/Turabian (handout forthcoming later this semester) and turn in 

their final drafts on April 26.  There will be a more detailed Research Paper Guide distributed later this semester.  The 

professor will be available for consultation during this process.   

 

CLASS ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION: 

 

Ten percent of your grade will be based on a subjective class attendance/participation component. I may occasionally call 

on students to answer questions or to explore themes related to the individual topics. Obviously, since you have to attend 

class to contribute to the class, there will be a strong emphasis on attendance for the class participation component. The 

professor will check attendance regularly and use this to correlate this portion of the overall grade. Students who arrive 

late or leave early are subject to being marked absent for the day.  

 

NOTE TAKING: 

 

You are expected to take notes during lectures, discussions, and, if applicable, videos.  Please do not try to follow along 

with me in your textbook—I do not lecture directly from your book and you will end up missing key points in the lecture 

and the point(s) I am trying to make.  If you miss a class, check with your fellow students to see if someone will lend you 

their notes.  The professor does not provide lecture notes for any student(s). 

 

USE OF BLACKBOARD: 

 

The instructor will use UNT’s Blackboard platform to distribute information throughout the semester.  Lecture outlines, 

exam reviews, primary source discussions, and announcements will all be found on the course Blackboard page.  Students 

must learn the process of accessing course information and quiz materials on specific dates.  The burden of responsibility 

lies with the students. (Exams and class participation grades will not be posted on Blackboard.)
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MAKEUP EXAM POLICY: 

 

Exams may NOT be taken early—including the final exam.  Students must arrange work schedules and last-minute travel 

plans in order to take the tests & quizzes on the scheduled dates.  There are no make-ups unless you have some kind of 

documented medical emergency or university sponsored activity.  Students need to notify the professor if a test or quiz is 

missed and no excuses will be accepted more than 48 hours after the scheduled test date.  Make-up exams will be given 

only to students who in my opinion have a legitimate excuse, such as a severe illness, or absence due to a University-

sponsored activity.  The burden of supplying sufficient documentary proof rests upon the student.  Students must provide 

a 1-page, single-spaced letter explaining the reason why they require a makeup test along with documentation (medical or 

otherwise) in order to receive consideration for a makeup.  There are no reviews for the makeup exams, which are of an 

entirely different format than the original test. 

 

USE OF BLACKBOARD: 

 

The instructor will use UNT’s Blackboard platform to distribute information throughout the semester.  Lecture outlines, 

exam reviews, primary source discussions, and announcements will all be found on the course Blackboard page.  Students 

must learn the process of accessing course information and quiz materials on specific dates.  The burden of responsibility 

lies with the students. (Exams and class participation grades will not be posted on Blackboard.) 

 

DISABILITIES ACCOMODATION: 

 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities.  Students 

seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility.  

If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a 

private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course.  You may request accommodations at any time, however, 

ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 

implementation.  Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with 

each faculty member prior to implementation in each class.  For additional information see the Office of Disability 

Accommodation website at www.unt.edu/oda.  You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 

 

STUDENT ABSENCE DUE TO RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE: 

 

Students who anticipate being absent from class due to a religious observance are requested to inform the instructor of 

such absences by the second class meeting of the semester. 

 

STUDENT ABSENCE FOR UNIVERSITY SPONSORED EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES: 

 

If you intend to be absent for a university-sponsored event or activity, you (or the event sponsor) must notify the instructor 

at least two weeks prior to the date of the planned absence. At that time the instructor will set a date and time when make-

up assignments will be completed.  

 

WHAT I EXPECT FROM YOU: 
 

▪ Keep up with the readings.  Keep track of your own grades. Do not wait until the last minute (or last week) for 

anything related to the course.  

▪ Please try not to be late to class.  If there is a reason why you must be late, try to be quiet as you come in. 

▪ Take all exams on the scheduled dates.  Makeups will be comprised of a different format than the original test. 
 

WHAT TO EXPECT FROM ME: 
 

▪ My lectures will be well-prepared and organized. 

▪ I will see that your exams are graded as promptly and accurately as possible. 

 

POLICY STATEMENT:  Please keep in mind that there are no assignments or extra credit opportunities to 

substitute for poor grades or non-attendance.  It is understood that remaining in this class constitutes an agreed to 

abide by the terms outlined in this syllabus and an acceptance of the requirements outlined in this document. 
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Date Lecture Subject Reading(s) 

 

Jan. 16 01  Course Intro and Groundwork 
 

Jan. 18 02 Tejano Origins De Leon (DL), pgs. 7-9 
 

Jan. 23 03 The Spanish Roots DL, pgs., 9-11 
 

Jan. 25 04 Community and Politics DL, pgs., 11-21 
 

Jan. 30 05  The Grito      DL, pgs., 22-26 
 

Feb. 01 06 Texas and Mexico DL, pgs., 26-29 
 

Feb. 06 07 Revolutionary Texas DL, pgs., 33-37 
 

Feb. 08 08 Accommodations to a new Life DL, pgs, 38-40 

  *Supplementary Reading: “Initial Contacts—Redeeming Texas from Mexicans” 
 

Feb. 13  Review 
 

Feb. 15  Exam I 
 

Feb. 20 09 Community Development DL, pgs, 38-40 
 

Feb. 22 10 Mexican American War 
 

Feb. 27  Discussion:  Defining Tejano Identity 
 

Mar. 01 11 The 1850s DL, pgs., 40-50 

  *Supplementary Reading: “Frontier Democracy and Tejanos—The Antebellum Period” 
 

Mar. 07 12 The Civil War and Tejanos DL, pgs., 51-54 
 

Mar. 08  The Civil War and Tejanos, continued 
 

Mar. 12-16  UNT Spring Break 
 

Mar. 20 13 Post Civil War Tejanos: Culture and Community 
 

Mar. 22 14 Americanization and Tejanos: A Case Study 

  *Supplementary Reading: “Beldades of the Ball” 
 

Mar. 27 15 Film: Border Bandits 

  *Supplementary Reading: “La Rinchada: Revolution, Revenge, and the Rangers” 
 

Mar. 29 16 Turn of the Century Tejanos 

  *Quiz: Border Bandits film 
 

Apr. 03  Exam II 
 

Apr. 05 17 World War I  DL, pgs., 71-82, 93-94 
 

Apr. 10 18 1920s and a New Tejano Community DL, pgs., 82-84, 85-92, 94-103 

   *Supplementary Reading: “To the Line of Fire: Aftermath” 
 

Apr. 12  Great Depression Tejanos/as DL, pgs., 104-109 
 

Apr. 17 19 World War II Experience DL, pgs., 109-119 

  *Suppl. Reading: “Tejanos at War: A History of Mexican Texans in American Wars” 
 

Apr. 19 20 Civil Rights DL, pgs., 120-150; 150-161 
 

Apr. 24  Civil Rights, cont.  
 

Apr. 26 21 Tejano Culture DL, pgs., 161-166 

  Research Paper Due Date 
 

May 01  Tejano Culture, cont.  
 

May 03  Summary/Review (May 4 is university reading day) 
 

Final Exam 

Thursday, May 10, 2017, 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. (sorry ) 


